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Echo backs future proofing project
by Anna Hayes

A NEW project aimed at
helping the people of Co.
Wexford to conserve natu-
ral resources and save
money is The Echo’s entry
in theGet Involvedcompe-
tition, run by the Sustaina-
bleEnergyAuthority of Ire-
land.
The project, entitled

‘Future-proof the Model
County’ is hoping tomake
people aware of how they
can both save money and
save the earth’s natural
resources, with a focus on
twoareas: formingapracti-
cal service to help with
installation and mainte-
nanceof rainwaterharvest-
ing devices and; providing
a service to assist house-

holders to make and use
goodcompost.
The project, which is

being coordinated by
SenanO’Reilly and former
Green Party leader and
Minister Trevor Sargent,
originatedwhen a group of
Wexfordresidentsweredis-
cussing the ‘transition
town’ initiative which
began inKinsale,Co.Cork.

That project aimed to
make communities more
resilient to future shocks
caused by climate change,
oil dependency, etc. and
the grouphit on the idea of
helping more people to
home-compost and har-
vest rainwater as ways to
develop community spirit,
conservenatural resources,
improve soil health and

save money for individual
householders.
The first part of the pro-

jectwillbeapublicmeeting
atWexford town library on
Tuesday, September 8
where Davie Philip from
the Eco-Village in Clough-
jordan will outline the
importance globally and
benefits locally of ‘future
proofing Wexford’. Mem-
bers of Wexford Co. Coun-
cil’s Environment section
andofWexfordTidyTowns
Biodiversity Committee
will be invited to offer their
own thoughts and advice
on theproject.
From there, teams or

‘paramedicgroups’ to tack-
le both the compost and
rainwater sides of the pro-
jectwill be established and

the initiative is due to be
officially launched on Fri-
day,September25ata local
venue.
Throughout the course

of theproject,TheEchowill
publiciseexamplesofgood
rainwater harvesting and
good composting and use
of compost as well as
advertising theemailquery
line for anyone interested
in getting help with either
of the issues.
Month l y p rog re s s

reportswillalso let thepub-
lic knowhow the project is
going and to see if targets
for increasing composting
andharvestingaremet.
Coordinators of the pro-

ject Mr. O’Reilly and Mr.
Sargent said: “Benefits of
the project include getting

more people talking about
and actively involved in
con s e r v i ng na tu ra l
resources. For the local
environment, thewideruse
of well-made home com-
post will help to improve
soilhealthandalsoencour-
agemorepeopletobecome
growers.”
Rainwater harvesting is

also a benefit to gardeners
as rainwater is better for
plants than tapwater.
They added: “The long

term benefits for the com-
munity will include creat-
ing a template for similar
community based mutual
support services including
things like energy conser-
vation measures, wildlife
habitat work, car pooling,
allotment provision or

schoolparentsorganisinga
walking bus.” For anyone
interested in getting
involved in the project, the
contact is Senan O’Reilly
who is contactable via
email at wexlive@gmail.
com or on 086 242 7981.
Members of the groupwho
developed the project will
be in attendance at the
publicmeetingonSeptem-
ber8,moredetailsofwhich
to follow.
Thecoordinators added:

“We are hopeful of that a
critical mass of people will
become involved at the
publ ic meet ing and
through coverage in our
local media. All told, we
would hope each ‘para-
medic’ groupwouldhave a
rotaofabout12volunteers.”
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